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AN ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL CRISIS

The climate of opinion one year before 
the presidential election

France
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FRANCE 2016:

WHERE DID THE FUTURE GO?
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86% 
OF FRENCH PEOPLE THINK THAT 

FRANCE IS IN DECLINE...

...THOUGH 

62% 
OF FRENCH PEOPLE THINK THAT 

THIS IS NOT IRREVERSIBLE

Source: ©Ipsos – “Les nouvelles Fractures, vague 4” France 2016

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016
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A GLOOMY OUTLOOK

A Global @dvisory – May 2016 – G@81
“The Economic Pulse”

ONLY 

13%
OF FRENCH PEOPLE JUDGE THAT

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION
OF THE COUNTRY IS GOOD 

Respondents =  Individuals age 15 to 64
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A GLOOMY OUTLOOK

ONLY 
8%
OF FRENCH PEOPLE THINK THAT

THE ECONOMIC SITUATION
OF THE COUNTRY WILL IMPROVE IN 
THE NEXT SIX MONTHS

Respondents =  Individuals age 15 to 64
A Global @dvisory – May 2016 – G@81

“The Economic Pulse”
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61%
OF FRENCH PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT 

THEIR PERSONAL FUTURE IS WITHOUT 
OPPORTUNITY

©Ipsos – “L’évolution de la relation à l’autre au sein de la société française” - January 2016
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REJECTION OF FOREIGNERS

65% 

OF FRENCH PEOPLE

THINK THAT 

THERE ARE TOO MANY 

FOREIGNERS IN FRANCE
Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, wave 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and Sciences Po, April 
2016
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FEAR OF ISLAM

75% 59% 

OF FRENCH PEOPLE

THINK THAT

ISLAM IS TRYING TO IMPOSE 

ITS WAY 

ON OTHERS.

OF FRENCH PEOPLE

THINK THAT

ISLAM IS NOT COMPATIBLE 

WITH THE VALUES OF 

FRENCH SOCIETY. 

Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016
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DESIRE FOR PROTECTION

OF FRENCH PEOPLE BELIEVE 
THAT TODAY,
FRANCE MUST PROTECT 
ITSELF MORE FROM THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD

57% 

Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016
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TRANSLATION INTO 
POLITICS
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CRISIS OF REPRESENTATION

OF FRENCH PEOPLE THINK THAT
POLITICIANS ACT MAINLY

FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL INTERESTS

OF FRENCH PEOPLE THINK THAT
POLITICIANS

DO NOT CARE WHAT PEOPLE THINK 

88% 89%

3 IN 4 FRENCH PEOPLE 
THINK THAT MOST POLITICIANS ARE 

CORRUPT

“Que sera la politique demain ?” An Ipsos poll for the 
25th Journée du Livre Politique (Political Book Day), 

March 2016

France 2014, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 2”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: 
Le Monde, CEVIPOF, France Inter, and Fondation Jean Jaurès, 

January 2014

Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016
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DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE

8 IN 10 FRENCH PEOPLE

THINK THAT THE FRENCH DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEM WORKS RATHER POORLY

Source: ©Ipsos -“Que sera la politique demain ?” An Ipsos poll for the 25th Journée du 
Livre Politique (Political Book Day), March 2016

The democratic system 
works rather well in France, I 
have the impression that my 
ideas are well represented.

The democratic system 
works rather poorly in 

France, I have the 
impression that my ideas are 

not well represented.

Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016
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OF FRENCH PEOPLE
THINK THAT THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM COULD BE REPLACED, THAT THERE 

ARE OTHER POLITICAL SYSTEMS EQUALLY AS GOOD AS DEMOCRACY 

30%

37%

PEOPLE UNDER AGE 35

38%

BLUE COLLAR WORKERS

41%

WHITE COLLAR WORKERS

50%

NATIONAL FRONT SYMPATHIZERS

Source: ©Ipsos – France 2016, “Les nouvelles fractures, vague 4”

An Ipsos-Sopra Steria poll for: Le Monde, Fondation Jean Jaurès, and 
Sciences Po, April 2016

24%

26%

February 
2014

April 2015
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FROM SARKOZY TO HOLLANDE 10 YEARS OF FAILURE IN THE PUBLIC’S OPINION?

Source: Ipsos barometer carried out for Le Point – May 2016

How do you judge Nicolas Sarkozy as President of the Republic?

Source: Ipsos barometer for Le Point – April 2012

How do you judge François Hollande as President of the Republic?
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PRIMARY ELECTION - THE RIGHT
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POTENTIAL FOR VOTER PARTICIPATION

SYMPATHIZERS
Evolution 

May 2016 vs. 
March 2016

Left 3 (=)

5 (-1)

12 (+1)

17 (+1)

7 (+1)

5 (=)

No party 2 (=)

Those sure of voting gave a rating of 10

Note for readers: 6% French people are sure to go 
vote in the first round of the primary for the right, 
17 Les Républicains sympathizers, 12 UDI, etc.

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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PROFILE - PARTY AFFILIATIONS

PARTY AFFILIATIONS 
Overall
sample

Certain 
voters

Evolution 
May 2016 vs. 
March 2016

ST GAUCHE 30 9 (-3)

Mouvement démocrate (MoDem) 5 5 (=)

Union des démocrates et 
indépendants (UDI)

3 7 (+1)

Les Républicains (LR) 19 59 (+3)

Debout la France (DLF) 3 3 (=)

National Front (FN) 16 9 (-2)

Other parties 1 1 (+1)

No party 23 7 (=)

Total 100 100

Note for readers: of 100 people sure of going to 
vote who expressed their intention to vote in the 
primary for the right, 59 are Les Républicains 
supporters, 7 UDI supporters, etc.

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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VOTING INTENTION IN THE FIRST ROUND OF THE PRIMARY

Respondents: Sure of going to vote, voting 
intention expressed

*In March 2016, the field did not include the candidacies of G. Didier, J. Myard, and J.F. Poisson 
13 people polled did not express their voting intention

Alain Juppé

Bruno Le Maire

Nicolas Sarkozy 

François Fillon

Alain Juppé

Nicolas Sarkozy

Bruno Le Maire

François Fillon

Nathalie Kosciusko-Morizet

Nadine Morano

Jean-François Copé

Hervé Mariton 

Frédéric Lefebvre

Geoffroy Didier*

Jean-Frédéric Poisson* 

Jacques Myard*

CHANGES

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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VOTERS’ SECOND CHOICE FOR THE FIRST ROUND

Respondents: sure of 
voting, voting 

intention expressed, 
non-definitive choice

First-choice
candidate 

Alain 
Juppé

Nicolas 
Sarkozy

Bruno
Le Maire 

François 
Fillon

N. 
Kosciusk

o
Morizet

Nadine
Morano

J.F.
Copé

Hervé
Mariton

Frédéric
Lefebvre

Geoffroy
Didier

J.F.
Poisson

Jacques 
Myard

No 
candidat

e
Total

Alain Juppé 18 27 25 11 2 6 - - 1 - - 10 100%

Nicolas Sarkozy 48 18 13 3 3 5 2 - - - - 8 100%

Bruno Le Maire 40 28 13 6 2 4 - - 1 - - 6 100%

François Fillon 38 11 23 8 6 7 1 1 - - - 5 100%

Note for readers: of 100 Alain Juppé voters who say they could change their opinion, 18 might choose 
Nicolas Sarkozy as a second choice, 25 François Fillon, 27 Bruno Le Maire, etc. 

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
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*Hypothetical candidacy
Nicolas Sarkozy

*Hypothetical candidacy
Alain Juppé without F. Bayrou

May 2016
Evolution 

May 2016 vs.
March 2016

Evolution 
May 2016 vs.
January 2016

May 2016
Evolution 

May 2016 vs.
March 2016

Nathalie Arthaud 1.5 (=) (=) 1.5 (=)

Philippe Poutou 1.5 (=) (=) 1.5 (=)

Jean-Luc Mélenchon 12 (+1) (+3) 12 (+1)

Cécile Duflot 3 (=) (=) 3 (=)

François Hollande 14 (-2) (-6) 14 (-1)

François Bayrou 13 (=) (=) Not running Not running

LR* Candidate 21 (=) (=) 35 (-1)

Nicolas Dupont-Aignan 6 (=) (+1) 5 (=)

Marine Le Pen 28 (+1) (+2) 28 (+1)

Jacques Cheminade** <0,5 * * <0,5 *

People sure of voting who 
did not express their voting intention 

16 14

VOTING INTENTION IN THE 
FIRST ROUND

Respondents: Sure of going to vote, voting 

intention expressed

**Jacques Cheminade was not in the list of candidate in January and March 2016.
CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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VOTING INTENTION IN THE FIRST ROUND ACCORDING TO A 
PROJECTION BASED ON 2012 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Respondents: Sure of going to vote

Alain Juppé hypothesis

Nathalie
Arthaud

Philippe 
Poutou

J-L 
Mélenchon

Cécile
Duflot

François
Hollande

Alain
Juppé

Nicolas
Dupont-
Aignan

Marine
Le Pen

Jacques
Cheminade

ST Not 
expressed

Total

J-L Mélenchon 3 4 62 3 4 8 2 5 - 9 100%

F. Hollande 1 1 11 4 41 18 1 7 - 16 100%

F. Bayrou 1 1 6 1 6 54 6 6 1 18 100%

N. Sarkozy - - 1 - 1 64 6 16 - 12 100%

M. Le Pen - - 1 - 1 6 3 86 - 3 100%

VOTING INTENTION, FIRST ROUND 2017
VOTE, FIRST 

ROUND 
2012

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016
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Satisfaction with actions of the President of the Republic (Score 
from 0 to 10)

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

AVERAGE SATISFACTION
SCORE

Satisfied

Neither 
satisfied nor 
dissatisfied

Not satisfied

CEVIPOF LE MONDE – EEF 2017  - May 2016



CHANGES IN THE US



THE BIG PICTURE
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But socio-demographic 
change is altering 

this landscape
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Increased Immigration Pressures
THE BIG PICTURE

Know 
Nothing 

Era

Anti-
Catholic 

Era
Current 

Era

More non-white 
than white babies 

born in 2011
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Disposable personal income, current dollars
Economic Pressure on the Middle Class

THE BIG PICTURE

63% believe worse 
off than parents



SHIFTING PARADIGM
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N
A

TIV
ISM

SY
STEM

 IS 
B

R
O

K
EN

Political Polarization of Nativism
SHIFTING PARADIGM

All Republicans Democrats

41

55

56

56

72

70

27

45

45

Immigrants take jobs away from…

More and more, I don't identify…

When jobs are scarce, employers…

63

69

70

74

68

56

57

71

82

Our children's generation will be…

Traditional parties and politicians…

In America today, the rich are…

Source: Ipsos Polls, Sept 2015 & Jan 2016
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Nativism Increasingly Driving Republican Voters
SHIFTING PARADIGM

Identify as 
Republican

American Dream

Anti-Big Government

Anti-Abortion

System is broken

Worse off than parents

Fear of Others

Nativism/
Anti-Immigrant

Authoritarianism
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Differential Framing of Present Problem
SHIFTING PARADIGM

The Rich are to Blame
Middle Class Economics

Nativism
Taking America Back

VS.
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